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The Arms Industry and Ethics 
� The arms industry is unlike any other. It 

operates without regulation. It suffers from 
widespread corruption and bribes. And it 
makes its profits on the back of machines 
designed to kill and maim human beings - 
— The Arms Industry, Control Arms, as of 
August 28, 2004 



The Purveyors 
� The five permanent members of the UN 

Security Council—the USA, UK, France, 
Russia, and China. Together, they are 
responsible for eighty eight per cent of 
reported conventional arms exports. “We 
can’t have it both ways. We can’t be 
both the world’s leading champion of 
peace and the world’s leading supplier 
of arms.” Former US President Jimmy 
Carter, presidential campaign, 1976 



The Problem 
� 12 billion bullets are produced every year- 

enough to kill everyone on earth twice.  
� Every minute, one person is killed by 

armed violence.  
� There are almost 1 billion guns in the world 

(of which about a quarter billion are in the 
U.S.) 

�     



The Problem cont’d 

� Guns or other light weapons are involved in roughly 
60% of all human rights violations.  

� Three quarters of all the weapons in the world – light 
and heavy – are supplied by the 
5 permanent members of the UN Security Council 
plus Germany.  

�   In 2011, exports by the U.S. rose to 3 quarters of the 
total market. 



The Problem cont’d 
� Global transfers of large conventional weapons 

such as tanks and planes were 24% higher in 
2007-2011 than in 2002-2006 

� Around 500.000 individuals die in small arms-
conflicts every year, approximately one death per 
minute.  

� About 60% of human rights violations documented 
by Amnesty International have involved the use of 
small arms and light weapons. 

 



World Arms Expenditures 



Arms Trade by Country 



Sales by the United States 



The Factories of Death 



Code of Conduct in Arms Sales 

� The U.S. Code of Conduct was introduced in the 
House by Representative Cynthia McKinney (D-GA) 
as a stand-alone bill  (H.R. 2269) on June 17, 1999, 
with sixty-five original co-sponsors.  

� Legislation to enact a U.S. Code of Conduct has 
been introduced in successive sessions of Congress 
since 1993 



Code of Conduct Cont’d 
The conditions set out in the "Code of 

Conduct on Arms Transfers" are: 
� democratic form of government  
�  respect for basic human rights of its 

citizens  
� non-aggression (against other states)  
�  full participation in the U.N. Register of 

Conventional Arms  



Current Status of Code 
� On October 31, 2008 147 states at the 

United Nations voted overwhelmingly to 
move forward with work on an Arms Trade 
Treaty. Only the US and Zimbabwe voted 
against it. 



Code of Conduct in Arms 
Sales: Common Themes 
� Not selling arms to non-democratic 

regimes, or regimes that will use the 
weapons to commit human rights abuses; 

� Not selling weapons where internal or 
external conflicts may be fueled; 

� Not selling weapons that could 
undermine development and thus 
increase poverty. 



Loopholes in Arms Sales 
� By-passing end-use limitations; 
� Lack of accountability and financial 

transparency; 
� By-passing national laws by 

manufacturing in another country 



Proposed International Code: 
Six Principles 
1. All international transfers of arms shall be 

authorised by a recognised state and carried out 
in accordance with national laws and 
procedures which reflect, as a minimum, states’ 
obligations under international law. 

2. States shall not authorise international transfers of 
arms which would violate their expressed 
obligations regarding arms under international 
law. 

3. States shall not authorise international transfers of 
arms where they will be used or are likely to be 
used for violations of international law. 



Internal Code cont’d 

4. States shall take into account other factors, 
including the likely use of the arms, before 
authorising an arms transfer. 

5. States shall submit to an international registry 
comprehensive national annual reports on 
international arms transfers, and the registry shall 
publish a compiled, comprehensive, international, 
annual report. 

6. States shall establish common standards for specific 
mechanisms to control all aspects of arms 
transfers, including brokering, licensed production 
etc, as well as operative provisions to strengthen 
implementation. 



Testimony 
    Every gun that is made, every warship 

launched, every rocket fired signifies, in the 
final sense, a theft from those who hunger 
and are not fed, those who are cold and are 
not clothed. The world in arms is not spending 
money alone. It is spending the sweat of its 
laborers, the genius of its scientists, the hopes 
of its children… This is not a way of life at all, in 
any true sense. Under the cloud of 
threatening war, it is humanity hanging from a 
cross of iron. — Former U.S. President, Dwight 
D. Eisenhower, in a speech on April 16, 1953 

 



Testimony cont’d 
    Governments that export weapons have treated 

them as if they were just another commercial export. 
But weapons are different from commercial 
products. They waste buyers resources if they are not 
used, and they destroy economies if they are. They 
frequently strengthen armed forces that are holding 
back the worldwide movement toward democracy 
that we believe is essential to long-term peace and 
justice. And they often boomerang back on the 
foreign-policy goals of the suppliers, as when the U.S. 
soldiers in Panama, Iraq, Somalia, and Haiti face 
enemies armed with U.S. weapons --- Oscar Arias, 
former President of Costa Rica and Nobel Peace 
Prize recipient 
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